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Members of New Hampshire`s lake community strongly oppose amending section  
ENV-WS 1703.10,11,13 and 14 of the lake classification system for purposes of 
resolving the regulation of existing lake to lake water transfers. 
 
We oppose because we believe the lakes classification system was enacted to 
assist with the management of New Hampshire`s lakes including the identification 
of lakes suitable for water supply and it should be amended only for that purpose 
not for the purpose of water transfer.  We oppose for the ecological reasons 
detailed during previous meetings by Vernon Lang of the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  We oppose for recreational reasons.  Both in Maine and New Hampshire 
studies have been conducted which show strong correlation between water quality, 
real and perceived, on real estate value and subsequent tax value.  We oppose from 
the perspective of the State oh New Hampshire upholding the spirit of the public 
trust.  Once water transfer is initiated, the State may find itself on the slippery slope 
of defining ownership.   
 
It is understood that NHDES serves as both resource manager and regulator of the 
States lakes.  This committee serves to advise the regulatory function.  If as some 
say, the State`s lakes classification system is weak my constituents do not want to 
see it further weakened.  If the lake classification system is in fact strong, they again 
do not want to see it weakened.   
 
With due respect to the water utility representatives and their distinguished 
consultants present, what we are considering doing here far exceeds securing the 
timely resolution of your particular situation.  And I do appreciate your position as I 
served six years as an elected water precinct commissioner and during that time I 
learned some lessons about water access and costing. 
 
The constituents I represent have said they would prefer to see the existing water 
transfer cases settled in a timely and fair manner perhaps with a grand fathering 
process.  The regulation of new water transfers would become a new and separate 
issue. 
 
Looking at the proposed amendments to ENV-WS 1708.12 and envisioning strict 
enforcement, they look all but impossible to achieve.  Envisioning loose 
enforcement they will not accomplish their objective because at some point what is 
permitted will prove to have been wrong.  So are we perhaps drafting rules void of 
having established policy?  We need only look west in our country to see what 
tinkering with rules on top of bad policy has done to some of our finest rivers. My 
constituents hope that the State of New Hampshire would do better by its cherished 
lakes. 
 


